By Cpl. Don Bowers
Combat Correspondent

WITH 253TH D1V, Korea—
“Alwavs Able” company is what
men of this 39th Tank Battalion
unit have been dubbed by
troops  of ~the three American
divisions and three other UN
forces they have fought with in
lLorea,

Holding the highest frontline
Jduty record of any tanlk outhit
in Kovea, the Tgppic Lightuoing
rankérs have® supporied every
regiment of the 23th, the Amer-
ican 1st Cavalry and 24th Divi-
sigpng, the British 2ZHth Brigade,
the Turkish Brigade and the
Ausiralian Regiment,

The A Company tankers have
heen off the line only eight days
since entering the Korean ac-
tion: last August 2 on the Pusan
perimeter. This week, the count
afoad at 176 davs of actual com-
hat dutv, broken only by an
eight-day rest at Anju in Nov-
ein her,

“Those eight
were  spent

"rest™
the
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tanks anr] making re jmira Wi
never had a chance to do,” gquip-
ped Sgt. Kenneth Slinker of
Detroit, a driver, '

Spearheading the UN hreate.
through out of Masan, the
veteran tankers’ four days and
nights drive into Riri, a dis-
tance of some 166 miles, is be-
lieved “to be the longest cones
tinuous tank drive of the war.

“We averaged one l'n}ur of .
sleep a night on that one,” said
SEFC Neill Hinlz, &Igﬂna u-w.-l,
a tank commander,

They drove north from the
goth . parallel with the Iat
Cavalry, linked wuwp with tha
British in a push up the west

coast, then rejoined the 25th to
fill aegap in the central sector,
In the ensuing petreat, they
fought with rear guard infantry=
men, Theyv were the last ones
back across the 38th, protecting
engineers  blowing the  lase
bridges. One artistic member
humorons

sign:
“You are now crossing the
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“You are now crossing the
A8 h parallel, courtesy of tha

28th aud 2911 Chinese Armies.” .
Now they are among the lead
eléments in the renewed drive
narthward. BSgt. Joseph Galloe
way, veteran World War TI
gunner from Owenshoro, Ky,
sadd:

< i gue*"-& they just overinoked
us when it came to relief, Many,
times, the regiment we were
supporting wuulrj b I‘EIIF'I.TE:L
and we'd n:-mam to suppurt the
fresh outfit.” :

Despite their long, hacd servs
ice, esprit de corps runs hlg‘%
in the company. Capt. Herber
A,  Brannon, the commander,
declared: “The 89th is the best
iank - battalion in Korea, and
Company A is the best in the
S9th.”

“Bet. Lowls Fisher of Man-::hca-
ter, Ky, another driver, l}rag-
ped: “Don't forget, when }'T;

wention the 8%th mention Al
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